June 26, 2007

The Honorable Arlen Specter
711 Hart Senate Office Building

 United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510
Dear Senator Specter:
As constituents who understand the benefit of inpatient rehabilitation care, the PA Council on Independent Living encourages your support for H.R. 1459/S. 543, the “Preserving Patient Access to Inpatient Rehabilitation Hospitals Act of 2007.”

We are a membership association comprised of all 18 Centers for Independent Living located across the Commonwealth.  Rehabilitation plays a unique role in maximizing one’s recovery from an event that may contribute to a disabling condition.  Those of us in the disability community believe strongly that anything that contributes to an individual being ableto reside in the community of their choice and to live as independently as possible is an inherent right of every citizen.  We want to go on record in support of HR 1459/S. 543.  

We have concerns about the impact of Medicare’s 75 Percent Rule – a policy that imposes substantial restrictions on the number of patients who can receive care in rehabilitation hospitals and units.  We believe patients’ inpatient rehabilitation care should be determined by the treatment team which includes the patient and physician not Washington policy makers.  

Congress must do something to stop the 75 Percent Rule from further eroding fair access to inpatient rehabilitation care.  Thank you for your continuing support.   

Sincerely,

Barbara Orstein, M.Ed., CRC

Executive Director
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Cc:  Timothy Finegan, PCIL, President, Community Resources for Independent; Amy Beck, Vice PCIL President, Lehigh Valley Center for Independent Living; Jerry Wright, PCIL Secretary

Disability Empowerment Center; Hillary Hasson, PCIL Treasurer, Center for Independent Living Opportunities; Theotis Braddy, Center for Independent Living of Central PA; Ann Cope, Freedom Valley Disability Enablement; Denise Corcoran, Anthracite Region Center for Independent Living; Shona Eakin, Voices for Independent; Thomas Earle, Liberty Resources, Inc.;  Susan Estep, Executive Director, Center for Independent Living of South Central PA;                   Stan Holbrook, Three Rivers Center for Independent Living Services, Inc.;                        Kathleen Kleinmann, Tri-County Patriots for Independent Living; Chris Lloyd, Disability Options Network;  Daniel Loftus, Northeast PA Center for Independent Living; Robert Mecca, Life & Independent for Today; George Morton, Center for Independent Living of North Central PA;                              Ralph Trainer, Abilities in Motion

Corey Rowley, PA SILC; Benjamin R. Schuster

